Why help Haiti?

Haiti—the poorest country in the Americas.

          At one time it was known as the "Pearl of the Antilles", but Haiti is now the poorest country in the Americas and one of the poorest countries in the world. 

This little country covers an area of 28 thousand km2 and has 8.3 million inhabitants. It is situated in the Caribbean, on the western side of the island it shares with the Dominican Republic. 
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          The population is extremely young: 40% are under 15 years of age. Life expectancy is incredibly low: 47 for men and 53 for women. The perinatal mortality rate is 523 for every 100,000 births. 
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    More than half of the women are illiterate, compared with 9% in Jamaica, 3% in Cuba, and 2% in Uruguay.
End of the road for Haiti

          Haiti is sinking deeper and deeper into extreme poverty. In 2000, the country ranked 150th in the United Nations' Human Development Report; by 2005 it had fallen to 153rd out of a total 177 countries. Over 80% of the population lives in extreme poverty, surviving on less than one US dollar per day.
An economy on the decline

          Haiti's economy, already classified as catastrophic in 2000, dropped another 1.7% by 2005. Many factors have contributed to the economic decline, including the lack of foreign investments, the deterioration of infrastructures, natural disasters and the political situation.  
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          Farming was once the country's main economic activity, but is now no longer able to satisfy the country's basic dietary requirements. The annual increase in agricultural production is less than 1%, yet the population is growing by 2.08% every year. Unemployment is extremely high and a permanent issue, affecting more than half the population (60%).

Appalling social inequalities

66% of the country's wealth is owned by scarcely 4% of the population, while 10% of Haitians are destitute.

Disastrous sanitary conditions

          According to Unicef, only 37% of the population has access to drinking water. Infectious diseases spread rapidly in the poorest areas. Worse still, only 24% women are aided by qualified staff when giving birth.

An environment in a pitiful state

       Haiti's environment has been completely destroyed. In order to survive, and faced with no other alternative, the people have cut down a substantial number of trees in the space of a few years, causing soil erosion. The recent flooding in Gonaives, caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne and claiming over 2500 victims, was the result of such environmental damage.
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          Poverty in rural areas drives tens of thousands of young people to the cities each year, including the already overpopulated capital, Port-au-Prince, in the hope of improving their standard of living.  

          Sadly, this rural exodus is partly responsible for an increase in poverty in the cities, which has led to the emergence of insalubrious shanty towns.
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A surprising will that commands support

          This insupportable destitution has given rise to a climate of violence and fear in Haiti. In spite of the intolerable situation, the vast majority of the Haitian population cling to the hope of breaking free from poverty, and maintain their efforts to just survive, rather than live.

Our contribution:          microcredit

          Conscious that the causes of poverty are multiple and that two of the most significant of these are the lack of access to economic and financial resources, SOCADE strives to come to the aid of the poorest people to allow them to break the vicious circle of poverty.

          This charitable organization aims to offer the poorest women the chance to generate an income that will allow them to send their children to school. Experience in south-east Asian countries has proved that poor women with access to microcredit services become more self-sufficient and play an active role in making decisions that affect their lives.

Your contribution is vital

To help the Haitian population escape poverty for good, we need your support. 

Please contact us at the following address:

109 Rue Wright, Bureau 407

Gatineau (Quebec)

J8X 2G7

Phone:

(819) 770-6222

Toll free

1 877 770-6222

Fax:

(819) 770-4446

E-mail:

Services@socade.ca
Website:

WWW.SOCADE.ca
Charity number: 84541 0547 RR0001
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Canadian agency for the sustainable development of women's activities in developing countries

